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parents declare they have seen nothing like it, and
attribute it to the efficacy of Holy Baptism. Another
person told us one day, with great delight, that his
little [7] boy, who had always been sick and much
emaciated before Baptism, had been very well since
then. This will suffice to show how Our Lord is in-
spiring them with a high opinion of this divine Sac-
rament, which is strengthened by the perfect health
God gives us, and which he has given to all the
French who have been in this country; for, they
say, it is very strange that, except a single man who
died here from natural causes, all the others, during
the twenty-five years or thereabout in which the
French have been frequenting this region, have
scarcely ever been sick.

From all this may be easily gathered the present
state of the young Christianity of this country, and
the hope for the future. Two or three things be-
sides will help to the same end. The first is the
method we pursue in the instruction of the Savages.
We gather together the men as often as we can; for
their councils, their feasts, their games, and their
dances do not permit us to have them here at any
hour, nor every day. We pay especial attention to
the Old Men, inasmuch as they are the ones who de-
termine and decide all matters, and everything is
ordered by their advice. [8] All come willingly to
hear us; all, without exception, say they have a de-
sire to go to Heaven and fear the fiery torments of
hell. They have hardly anything to answer us
with; we could wish sometimes that they would bring
forward more objections, which would always afford
us better opportunity to explain our holy Mysteries
in detail. Of a truth, the Commandments of God



